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Introduction
The mining sector in India is vast. It contributes 2.5% of the country’s GDP. In
2017-18, the Ministry of Mines estimated that there were 1531 major mineral
operational mines in the country. However, the mining sector is characterized
by precarity. National Planning Commission data reveals that in 2010 total
employment (both formal and informal) in the mining sector was 2.95 million
– amounting to a mere 0.6% of total employment in India. In addition to low
employment rates, the mining sector exposes communities to hazardous
substances, sudden loss of livelihood, contamination of the ecosystems, and
irreparable damage to socio-cultural dynamics. One of the most pertinent
questions is what the community gains in return for these social, economic,
cultural and environmental miseries of mining. In the name of economic
growth, the state is promoting the interests of private capital by acquiring
agricultural and forest land for industry, mining, highways, real estate,
townships and SEZ’s. For instance, the state government of Gujarat helped to
acquire 15,946 acres of land for the Adani Group, 1100 acres for Tata Motors,
460 acres for Ford India, and 700 acres for Maruti Suzuki for industrial and
SEZ purposes at extremely low prices. The government in most of the states is
ignoring the interests of peasants and farmers in facilitating the acquisition of
privately owned land for corporate capital by invoking the doctrine of

increasingly marginalized. There is no provision of wage equalization in
capitalist labor markets.
India has been witness to grave human rights injustices with respect to labor
and

environmental

defenders.

Extractive

industries

have

ramifying

General Assembly VII

eminent domain. Adding to this, under neo-liberalism labor is also becoming
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implications for sustainable development and indigenous communities. India
produces 89 minerals operating 569 coal mines, 67 oil and gas mines, 1770
non-coal mines and several more small mines. About 1 million people on an
average are employed in these mines. Their safety is of least concern to the
mining corporations as they are not permanent employees and work as daily
wagers on a contractual basis. In 2009-13 there were 752 documented
fatalities in mining operations in India with more than a lakh injured. The
recent death of five mine workers in a stone quarry in Shikaripada in
Jharkhand is just another example. Granite quarry blast in Kurnool district of
Andhra Pradesh took 12 lives in August 2018. June 2018 saw ghastly murder
of Suresh Oraon an anti-mining activist in Chatra near Ranchi. So far in 2018,
66 environmental defenders have been murdered for protecting their
community’s land and natural resources. 2017 witnessed killing of 207
environmental activists in the world. Adding to this, police has taken into
custody 5 human rights activists on August 28th 2018 and raided their homes
on false charges. This shows the apathy of the Indian state and value that
Indian state has for human life and dissent.
History is replete with examples of adverse impact of mining and mineral
exploitation especially in developing countries with respect to health of the
workers, environment and generating conflicts between the local people and
the security forces which then result in human rights violation. The deadly
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disease silicosis continues to silently kill hundreds of workers. Thousands of
mine workers die before reaching the age of 40. A recent media report states
that 10 million miners working in the mining sector are exposed to silica dust.
(The Times of India, June 20, 2016). It is also reported that 50 per cent of
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miners are found to be suffering from silicosis in any given age group. The
Lancet claims that 2.5 million deaths have occurred in India till 2015. The
scourge of acid rain has washed the Taj Mahal yellow; crops are getting
damaged due to polluted air causing financial stress on farmers. The
Composite Water Management Index released by NITI Aayog gives the grim
indicators that 600 million people are living under water stress in India.
According to NITI Aayog report indiscriminate extraction of ground water 21
Indian cities will glare at depleted ground water resources by 2020. CSE has
exposed the presence of unacceptable uranium levels in water due to decline
in water tables. State of Forest Report 2017 states that North Eastern States
has had the largest reduction of forest cover making them susceptible to floods
and landslides. Deforestation has caused havoc to the nutrient cycle and
ground water replenishment.
The VIIth General Assembly of the mines, minerals and PEOPLE (mm&P)
held at Dabbanda, Visakhapatnam from 1st-3rd March’ 2019 saw participation
from more than 300 participants. The participants- social activists, mining
affected

community,

lawyers,

journalists,

academicians,

and

students

represent 21 states of India. The theme of the gathering was “asserting
community command over its resources”. The three day gathering saw
discussions on various aspects of mining governance that affect the day-to-day

experience sharing of the affected community and the grassroots activities,
screening of documentary films, election to the mm&P Executive Council and
cultural activities from all states.
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lives of the communities affected by mining and related operations,
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Ravi Rebbapragada, Chairperson mm&P inaugurated the gathering and
welcomed everyone to the VIIth General Assembly. mm&P is in its 20th year
as an alliance of more than 100 organisations and individuals working and
concerned for the mining affected community, the indigenous community and
the natural resources. Communities across the world are constantly fighting
for their rights and entitlements and to protect and conserve the natural
environment. In this effort it is very important to enhance and nurture
grassroots youth leadership. The grassroots youth leadership will help in
supporting the community and work together to achieve common goals.
Change and development in the society is only possible when the youth
leadership breaks from the herd inspired fear and suspicion. Sustained
struggle will yield results. After the Supreme Court passed the Samata
Judgment in 1997, it took 17 years for Samata to get land pattas for people in
the Nimalapadu village (where scheduled area land was acquired for mining
activities). Courts are always not a one stop solution. Developing grassroots
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leadership, mobilizing people, influencing policy making and use of courts can
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yield results. Illegal mining, safety of the mine workers, co-operative mining,
occupational health and socio-cultural dynamics needs to be addressed
effectively.
Ashok Shrimali, Secretary general mm&P detailed the activities of mm&P. It
is a moment of pride that mm&P over the years has been able to expand its
reach from the grassroots to the international level. He emphasised on women
leadership which is at the centre of inclusive sustainable development.
Enhancing the capacities of women at the grassroots will have huge potential
which can be leveraged at the decision making spaces in government and
elsewhere. This is essential to create an environment where voices of the
marginalised and the vulnerable are
heard. In addition to strengthening
capacities

at

the grassroots,

it

is

important to strengthen rule of law
and

fight

for

human

capacities

of

the

rights.

The

marginalised

population need to be enhanced who
can then by themselves become agent
of change. Believing in the collective
spirit of the people and acting in a

humane society. mm&P has been
involved in capacity building, training and lobbying at various level involving
various stakeholders. It can be further strengthened by co-operation from all
the members and collectively strengthening the movement.
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responsible way can ensure just and
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Key Note Address- Mining Disruption
Roger Moody

“We are increasingly aware of the current crisis in the global mining industry as
demand for metals, minerals contracts, and prices decline. We witness corporations
seeking to claw back profits by retrenching labor, further shrinking from their
liabilities and accountabilities, and engaging in or turning a blind eye to, human
rights abuses that are being committed in defense of their investments”

General Assembly VII

-International People’s Conference on Mining, 2015

Roger Moody in his key note address gave an overall picture of the
devastations done by the extractive industries throughout the world. The
worst tailing's dam collapse in Brazil’s Brumadinho in mining history has now
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buried alive at least 140 people. There have been similar terrible presumed
mortalities from drowning like miners trapped in rat hole mines in
Meghalaya, and fatal “accidents” in Zimbabwe, Liberia and China. He says
that, Conservation is either directly threatened or under-mined by ill-judged
compensatory schemes, typified with bio off-setting initiatives and land
swaps, advocated and practiced. It is also recorded by Human Rights Watch
and Global Witness that almost on daily basis atrocities and killings suffered
by a hugely growing group of human rights defenders in
Chile, Mexico,

the Philippines,

India, and elsewhere. So far in 2018, 66 environmental

defenders have been murdered for protecting their community’s land and
natural resources. 2017 witnessed killing of 207 environmental activists in the
world. Adding to this, police has taken into custody 5 human rights activists on
August 28th 2018 and raided their homes on false charges.
In addition to people’s resistance and movements against the big mining
giants, technology and innovation should be adopted to optimize the benefit.
What lies at the core of the struggle is the allegiance to Free Prior and
Informed Consent (FPIC). Social License to Operate (SLO), ‘Precarity’- better
addressing the vital challenges of workers’ rights, redefining the definition of
‘conflict minerals’ and adding more minerals into it, use of Blockchain
technology

should guide the governments and companies to ensure

names of the fraudulent and wasteful ventures and campaign in a vigorous,
pro-active and a collective manner to reverse the situation.
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sustainability. He urged the communities and mm&P alliance to call out
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Dreadful future of deep sea mining in the world
Natalie Lawry

“Several scientific papers published in the past year have concluded that if deep sea
mining is allowed then bio-diversity loss is inevitable. This is because many deep
ocean species are long-lived and ecosystems will struggle to recover from mining
impacts.”
-Matt Gianni (Deep Sea Conservation Coalition)
The IUCN defines deep sea mining as a process of retrieving mineral deposits
from the deep sea-the area of the ocean below 200m. This area amounts to
65% of the total surface of the earth. By September 2018, the International
Seabed Authority (ISA) has issued 29 contracts covering 1.5million Sq. Km of
international seabed for exploration of deep sea mineral deposits. This spans
across the Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. The
commercial mining process is expected to begin by 2020 in the national
waters of Papua New Guinea. The IUCN estimates that exploitation of
mineral deposits in international waters is expected to begin by 2025 not too
far from the present!1 In this context it becomes important foe India and other
countries prone to deep sea mining to know more about it.
Ms. Natallie Lowry from the Deep-Sea Mining Campaign (DSMC) gave
insights into the process and significance of deep sea mining and how the

mineral extractors. Ms. Lowry has been involved in working with the
community in Papua New Guinea to support their self-determination, right to

1

https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-briefs/deep-sea-mining
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affected community in Papua New Guinea fought against the deep-sea
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determine their development priorities and rights of livelihood, health, culture
and spirituality.
Impacts: She notes some of the unsafe and life threatening impacts of deep
seabed mining include physical destruction of unique deep sea ecosystems,
exposure of marine food chains to heavy metals and chemical reaction, noise
pollution, spillage from transport vessels. Deep sea mining becomes even
more lethal as are no laws governing our seas and the risk assessment is very
poor as we do not possess adequate technology.
Present Status: no commercial deep sea mining is yet in operation. The first
operating license has been granted to Canadian Company-Nautilus Minerals
in the Bismarck sea of Papua New Guinea. The project is known as the
Solwara I project. India also holds two licenses granted by the ISA- one is to
explore for polymetallic nodules in the mid-Indian basin and the other for
polymetallic sulphides along the south-west Indian Ridge. The minerals which
await exploration involve iron, manganese, copper, zinc, lead, nickel,
cadmium, silver, platinum, gold and rare earths from the seafloor.
Solwara I Project: The mining lease for the project is granted to Canada’s
Nautilus Minerals in 2011 for a period of 20 years. The plan is to mine
Seafloor Massive Sulphides also known as polymetallic sulphides deposited
over hundreds of years by hydrothermal vents. Scientists believe that the
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hydrothermal vents are where life originated and any damage to it will have
huge environmental impacts. The project violates the basic principle of Free
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) procedures as mandated under United

1
1

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)2. This
project is being opposed by the Solwara indigenous community in Papua New
Guinea. The project is a threat to the customary use of the marine
environment. The project stands in middle of the traditional fishing grounds of
the communities from New Ireland and New East Britain provinces. Fishing
is an important source of livelihood and protein in the coastal communities
around Bismarck sea. Now the communities fear that their access to fishing
will be affected due to mining and may also lead to decrease in the population
of fishes due to contamination. The regions majorly affected will be Duke of
York Islands, Lasel Bay Area, Watum Island, Kokopo, Wide Bay Pomio,
Tokua.
Owing to the disastrous
impact

of

deep

mining

the

indigenous

community

in

sea

Papua

New Guinea has been
relentlessly

trying

save

ecosystem.

their

to

They have made use of
Right to Information and
the

National

Government to take back its proposal on experimental sea bed mining. The
indigenous community along with the Deep-Sea Mining campaign staged
protests, increased awareness, lobbied with the National Government, which
2

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wpcontent/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf

General Assembly VII

urged
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resulted in a stay on the experimental deep sea mining in Papua New Guinea.
The indigenous community is also up with arms to protect their traditional
law over environment.
Thus, owing to the destruction due to deep sea mining and the extent of impact
which is borderless or across borders it is important to collectively work
towards securing the marine ecosystem. The responsibility does not lie with a
particular country but with humanity as whole to mitigate the catastrophic
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impact of deep sea mining.
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The Future we need: Future Generation Fund
Rahul Basu

“Future generations are not going to ask us what political party were you in. They
are going to ask what did you do about it, when you knew the glaciers were melting.”
-Martin Sheen

Rahul Basu from the Goa Foundation and Goanchi Mati Movement spoke
about the need for intergenerational equity by creating a future generation
fund in the mining sector. Since the New Economic Reforms in 1991, India
has been over exploiting its natural resources. One of the obvious question
that arises is what happens to the future generation if the resources are overexploited now. Extractive industries make huge wealth which have adverse
impact on the socio-cultural, environmental, political and economic fabric of
the

society.

Corruption

involving

huge

scams,

crony

capitalism,

environmental damage, human rights violations, civil wars, poor governance
and loss of resources for the future generation is the consequences of
unchecked, illegal and inhumane extractive industries.
According to the estimates of the Goa Foundation, in the state of Goa, there
has been 95% loss of the value of the mineral over 8 years (2004-2012).
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The

absolute losses due to mining in Goa is huge- US$ 9 Billion in 8 years! This

common citizen? Mr. Basu from analysis of audited financials of Vedanta
Group in Goa for 8 years, stated that, for every Rs. 170 worth of minerals we
sold, the total cost of extraction including the generous profit for the miners
3

http://www.goafoundation.org/mining/
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accounts to 28% of the cumulative GDP. What does this loss mean to a
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was Rs. 70. Which means that the public exchequer should receive Rs. 100
(which is the right of every citizen)? However, The Goa government received
a mere Rs. 5. This means that Rs. 95 loss to the government which is loss to
the public! This is the “loot” that the company in engaging in without a hint to
the government and the public. He says, this is not unique to Goa. This is the
situation across the mineral bearing mining belts in India.
As a way to mitigate the inadvertent loss due to mining, Mr. Basu suggested
five principles which need consideration as minerals are shared inheritance:


Natural resources are a commons, owned by state as trustee for the
people and esp. future generations (Public Trust Doctrine).



Minerals are inherited assets and we are simply custodians for future
generations (Intergenerational Equity Principle).



Consider inherited gold. If we keep it safe, our children can inherit the
gold. If we sell gold to purchase land (which provides income), we must
ensure we get the full value, and invest everything in land. If there’s
income after maintaining the land, we can consume it. Our children will
inherit the land and benefit from the income in turn. Intergenerational
equity. By extension:



If we mine, we must ensure Zero loss – we must get the full value of
mineral (sale price minus extraction expenses and a reasonable return
on capital for the miner)



All mineral receipts saved in a Permanent Fund (endowment fund), a
part of the commons.

 We own the minerals, the fund and its income. Any real income (after
reinvesting for inflation) be distributed only as a Citizens’ Dividend, a
General Assembly VII

right of ownership.4

4

1
5

http://goenchimati.org/author/rahul/
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Women in Mining
Sadhana Meena, Munni Hansda, Siya Dulari, Raju Devi, Kusum Alam,
Pushpa Soren

“Mining is like a search-and-destroy mission.”
- Stewart Udall
Women in mining represent a heterogeneous community belonging to
various socio-economic and cultural strata.
Sadhana Meena is a women’s rights activist from Udaipur, Rajasthan. The
Zawar mines are the largest zinc mines in India. Zinc mining and smelting
activities are some of the primary sources of heavy metals pollution in the
environment. Excessive zinc intake can cause stomach cramps, nausea, and
vomiting; high-dose, long-term Zinc exposure can affect cholesterol balance,
diminish immune system function, and even cause infertility. Mine discharges
into the Tiri river inundates its floodplains. The hazardous deposits from the
mines are mixed with the top soil affecting the cultivation of crops. The
contaminated water is leading to communicable diseases. Stunting, biological
disorders at birth are increasing among the new born in the villages
surrounding Zawar mines. Occupational health hazards are also affected the
community working in mines and staying close to the mines.
Occupational health is another grave issue faced by the women in mining
General Assembly VII

affected areas. Women either working in the mines or living around the
mines develop silicosis and moreover become widows of silicosis patients.
Raju Devi, a Silicosis Activist from Jodhpur says that, in many of the mining
affected areas, women are single parents and/or themselves victims of

1
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silicosis but still have to continue as mine labour as they have burden of
sustaining their families. Their economic vulnerability is forcing them to join
the mine labour force along with their minor children in contractual and
inhuman conditions. This vicious web of inter-generational trap of silicosis
needs to be urgently addressed. The compensation given by the government (1
lakh for the patients and 3 lakhs for the families of the deceased) does not
benefit the family in any way. Silicosis is acquired at a very young age- which
means that a worker either dies very young or becomes incapable of any
further work. The government should make provisions for rehabilitating the
workers and provide them with safety instruments rather than just give
compensation. Siya Dulari spoke about the omnipresence of mining in the
tribal belts of Daboura in Rewa district of Madhya Pradesh. Mining has
reinforced poverty and hunger in the region leaving people in helpless
condition. Prposal to set up thermal power plant in Daboura witnessed cutting
down of more than 300 Mahua trees. This account to nearly a loss of Rs.
4,500,000 for the community each year. The proposed mining activities by
different companies give rise to speculations in the market and forced
acquisition of lands of the farmers at minimal prices. Most of the women in
the region work in stone quarries and crushers. Most of them operate illegally.
Women work on daily wage where they are paid very low and prone to
disparity of wages between men and women workers. Ms. Siya says that

the contactors in lieu of inaccessibility to formal credit market. Respiratory
diseases are on rise among workers from very early age.
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women are trapped as working in inhuman conditions as they owe loans to
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Kusum Alam from Gadchiroli District in Maharashtra and Pushpa Soren
from Kanker district Chhattisgarh spoke about the condition of the tribal
people who are caught between the deadly nexus of company-naxal-state in
the Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas. Kusum Alam says that
anybody who is protecting to protect their sacred god in Surjagad is termed as
a Naxalite. Iron ore mining has begun in Surjagad in Gadchiroli District in
2016 which has adverse impacts on the environment and the livelihoods of the
people residing in the nearby area. Kusum says that from the time mining has
begun the check posts of the para-military forces have increased. Their
monopoly is ruling the entire area. It seems like the fundamental rights of the
citizens are suspended here. Everyday a tribal villager going to the forests to
collect minor forest produce to earn his livelihood is arrested under
preventive detention. The police is arresting minor children aged 15-18
terming them Naxalites depriving them of basic education. The villagers
complain that there is no distinction between the triblas and Naxalites in the
eyes of the law enforcing agencies. The tribals face similar situation in the
Kanker district of Chhattisgarh. Pushpa Soren from Kanker recounts the
atrocities on the tribal people in the public hearings conducted by the mining
companies.

The Bhilai Steel Plant across the Rawghat range is to impact

community lives in more than 40 villages with much eviction and
displacement. Rawghat has multiple sites of immense cultural and religious
General Assembly VII

importance for the Gond communities which are threatened by mining and
related activities. The fight is both legal and political. She believes that
capacity building of the local community will ensure that they fight the
illegalities on the environment and the community.

1
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Munni Hansda from Dumka in Jharkhand spearheaded the entire movement
against Calcutta Energy Supply Company which proposed to set up 1000MW
thermal power plant in Shikaripada. Through capacity building of the local
community on the provisions of PESA, RTI, environmental damages due to
mining and loss of livelihood Ms. Munni successfully stopped the setting up
thermal power plant. Now in Godda, land is illegally acquired by the Adani
group to setup mega coal based thermal power plant. Now the collective
struggle has begun against the Adani group.
Bhadra Gamit from Tapi in Gujarat expressed her dismay and the ongoing
struggle against illegal sand mining in riverbed across Gujarat. This is leading
to death of the marine ecosystem, polluting the river which is otherwise used
for domestic purposes and leading to health hazards. The extent of alcoholism
has increased amongst the workers in sand mining due to advent of easy
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money which is destroying the entire social fabric.
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Business and Human Rights
Deme Oram, Ashok Chaudhari

“A massive prize awaits business if it successfully ushers in an era of shared
prosperity and increased sustainability”
- Mark Malloch-Brow (UNDP chief)

India has been witness to grave human rights injustices with respect to labor
and

environmental

defenders.

Extractive

industries

have

ramifying

implications for sustainable development and indigenous communities. India
produces 89 minerals operating 569 coal mines, 67 oil and gas mines, 1770
non-coal mines and several many small mines. About 1 million people on an
average are employed in these mines. Their safety is of least concern to the
mining corporations as they are not permanent employees and work as daily
wagers on a contractual basis. Dr. Claude Kabemba identifies two set of
arguments on the intersection between human rights and extractive
industries- firstly the moral argument which is premised on the understanding
that owners of the resources must be the primary beneficiaries. When this
does not happen, it sets in a contradiction as to how areas with abundant
resources are also the poorest which creates tension and conflict. Secondly the
legal argument suggests that extractive activities that happen with no respect

transparency and accountability and human rights are a source of
underdevelopment and poverty.
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for national legislations, international laws, norms and standards of
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Deme Oram spoke about
the violation of Article 21 of
the

Constitution

which

guarantees right to life with
dignity. The tribals today in
addition to facing economic
and political hardships are
also forced to face basic
human

rights

violation.

Respect and dignity of the tribal s completely sidelined. On a very basic
understanding of the various policies for the tribal people, it is quite clear that
tribal people have been seen as poor and hungry. This is true of today. But this
Deme believes is what we made them today after 70 years of Independenceyes we made them hungry and poor. What the tribal people wanted was
freedom, freedom to live life celebrating their culture, freedom to learn from
the nature and live with the nature, freedom to live a sustainable life, freedom
to respect the human potential- but what we gave them in return is poverty!
Our policies aimed at mainstreaming the tribal people. Our policies labelled
the tribals as savages, uncivilized, and uncultured. So, to “culture” them we
made them POOR!
Ashok Chaudhari Founder of Adivasi Ekta Parishad says that, the macro
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economic and political policies of the state with their vigorous promotion of
globalization, have driven the adivasi people to the threshold of survival. The
State’s idea of development has been responsible for denying Adivasi’s their
basic rights. The government in its attempt to attract investment has been

2
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reluctant to uphold legislation such as PESA that could discourage such
investment. In this scenario, there is a need to look beyond the law, and give a
thought to how Development itself is being envisaged. With the advent of
liberalisation,

the

tribal

regions

witnessed

a

sudden

incursion

of

macroeconomic forces for the exploitation of its rich natural resources. Dense
forests, with their fortune worth of timber, minerals and non-timber
resources have been callously, irrationally and negligently tapped first by the
public sector industries and from the eighties onwards, by the private and
multinational industries. Of these the mining industry has been the most
widespread in its devastation. Mining as the single largest industry has caused
severe imbalances in the social, political, cultural and legal status of tribals.
There remains a serious legislative gap between enacting and implementing
protective legislations for tribal people. The failure to address this gap has
resulted in several tribal areas of the country being marked by a “destructive
mix of misgovernance, estrangement, political extremism and violent
uprising”. Collective sustained action by all the sections of the society will
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ensure just and humane practices.
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Does VIth schedule protect the tribals and the Natural Resources?
Linda Chhakchhuak, Partha Medhi
Linda Chhakchhuak, journalist from Meghalaya and Partha Medhi Lawyer
spoke about the lethal incident faced by the miners trapped in the rat hole coal
mines in Meghalaya. The three tribal districts of Meghalaya- The Garo Hills,
East Jaintia Hills, and Khasi Hills have huge reserves of coal (576.48 million
tonnes) and limestone (15100 million tonnes)5. The VIth Schedule of the
Constitution gives exclusive power to the tribal owners of the land the rights
over the minerals under the ground. This is to say that as a matter of
customary rights the tribal land owners can privately exploit the coal present
beneath their land. Technically the villages situated in the limestone and coal
belt sit on network of coal and limestone dugouts underneath. Rat hole
mining is the prominent mode of mineral exploitation in this region. The
miners in rat hole mines work in hazardous conditions with little safety
precautions and gears. As the height of the mines is nery low, children are
employed in these mines. Environmentally, water pollution due to toxic
discharge in the rivers making it unfit for irrigating and domestic
consumption.
The question then arises what safeguards the VIth schedule provides to the
people. The VIth schedule aimed at protecting the rights of the tribal people
from any form of exploitation of their resources. The private coal mining
General Assembly VII

which is a legal activity under VIth schedule is inhuman and violates the
Right to Life under Article 21 of the Constitution. The provisions of the Vith
schedule are unable to protect the natural resources in the tribal areas.
5

2
5

http://megdmg.gov.in/minerals.html

Moreover, being VIth Schedule area also means that the National Mining
laws are exempted here which means that Meghalaya has no mining policy,
the miners can exploit at their will.
This sort of illegal mining not only has environmental and health hazard but
is prone to social hazards, Ms. Chhakchhuak says that family feuds have
increased tremendously and the joint family culture of the tribal community
in Meghalaya is rapidly disintegrating. The greed among the people has
intensified leaving behind the values of community and respect for natural
resources. People here are lacking long term vision of what kind of
environment are they leaving for their future generations. The fight in
Meghalaya is not between the tribals and the non-triblas or the state, the
struggle is between the elite tribals and the poor tribals residing in the hills.
The mine owners have left thousands of mines abandoned after exploitation.
There is no law which makes
reclamation and afforestation
of the mines mandatory for
the

mine

owners.

The

villagers recount that in more
than 3 decades of mining and
business in the region, not
a

single

school

or

hospital has been constructed.
There is no accountability for corporate social responsibility as the mines are
privately owned by tribals. Despite the National Green Tribunal (NGT) ban
on mining in Meghalaya, the rat hole coal mining continued illegally.
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even
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Thus, there is now an urgent need to collectively address the environmental
and social concerns due to illegal rat hole mining. Ms. Chhachhuak and Mr.
Medhi feel that there is need for country wide consciousness and together
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work to safeguard the spirit of VIth Schedule areas.
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District Mineral Foundations (DMF)
Ashok Shrimali, Deme Oram, Mukesh Birua, Rajesh Tripathi, Sree Harica

“DMF is a Dangerous Tool…it is a large pool of money looking for spending
purposes.”
- Rahul Basu
India’s mineral resources are vast. It ranks third in the world in production of
coal, fourth for iron ore, fifth for crude steel, and eighth for aluminum. Yet the
benefits and harms from these resources are not evenly distributed. Miningaffected communities disproportionately bear the costs of mining, leading to
an elevated risk of local conflict. In response, the Government of India has
required that every mining district create District Mineral Foundations
(DMFs), to distribute some of the revenue from mining to these communities.
According to the data released by the Ministry of Mines, as of 2018, 21 states
have constituted DMFs in mining affected districts. Approximately Rs. 23,606
crores (around USD 3.4 billion) have been collected for DMFs (as on
November 2018). About 46% of these funds are from major mineral licenses,
44% from coal and lignite mining, and the remaining 10% from minor
minerals. According to official reports, of the total amount collected, only 24%
has been committed for various development projects. Thus, surprisingly, vast
sums of DMF funds seem to be lying unutilized with the state exchequer or

Some of the issues identified by the panel are: The mining affected community
and mining affected areas are not concretely defined in the DMF rules; DMFs
have often not been registered in the districts; whatever the institutional form
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may have been diverted for other purposes.
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they should take,

they do not demonstrate participatory governance;

persistently low levels of awareness regarding the DMF at the local level; risk
and reality of resource capture by local political elites; reallocation of DMF
funds for general use for government schemes and projects, rather than
specific use for the benefit of affected communities; negative impacts of the
DMF on corporate willingness to also conduct CSR; poor focusing of DMF
funds on the particular problems faced by mining affected communities;
audits were not being conducted; communities have to rely on the Right to
Information Act (RTI) to gain such information piecemeal, which is a slow
and cumbersome process. This can lead to ineffective DMF spending and
deepening disenchantment of communities with the DMF.
The panel suggested some measures which can help in fulfilling the motive
DMF implementation which is to benefit the mining affected areas and
communities. Awareness generation and capacity building at all levels,
concrete procedures to identify mining affected areas and communities,
enhancing local participation (e.g. through the role of the Gram Sabha),
establish village-level DMF Committees, outcome oriented annual planning,
ensuring intergenerational equity,
impact
clear

Assessment
guidelines

replacing
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with

State

companies

on

Committee,
DMF

Budget.

not

dialogue

regarding

their

ongoing social spending obligations
can help the affected community.
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Documentary film Screening
Swaraj Das
A documentary film titled ‘Kahi Aag Kahi Dhua: Coal Mining in Ranigunj’
made by Kinshuk Chakraborty and Sumit Ghosh in collaboration with Swaraj
Das was screened at the VIIth General Assembly. The film traces the history
of coal mining in the oldest coal mining belt of India- Ranigunj-Jharia belt of
West Bengal and Jharkhand. The Ranigunj coal belt is famous from the time
of East India Company in the 17th Century. Coal from this area was exported
to England to support their transport. Over the period of time with extensive
mining and use of exploitive technology, large scale mining in Ranigunj has
changed the landscape of the areas both in terms of the environmental
damage and the socio-economic impact. Coal from the region has fueled
industrial revolution in the countries across however leaving the inhabitants
poor and deprived. Justice awaits the people of Ranigunj for the atrocities
committed centuries ago and which still continue. In the recent tie in 2018there were major instances of
fire in the coal mines affected the
lives

and

social

fabric

of

thousands of people.
This film is an insight into the
history of the period when it all
began and its process over the
century and the impact it has on
present day life. The film uses
visuals which are very relevant
the voices of the ‘unheard’- the
people of the affected areas.
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Silicosis
Bansilal Binjhana, S.A Azad

“Once a worker or any other person is afflicted by silicosis it becomes a
constitutional obligation on part of the State to take appropriate short-term and
long-term measures from the point of view of providing medical facilities and
rehabilitation of the victims.”

-National Commission for Human Rights
Silicosis is a serious occupational health hazard in India especially among
mine workers. The deadly disease silicosis continues to silently kill hundreds
of workers. Thousands of mine workers die before reaching the age of 40. A
recent media report states that 10 million miners working in the mining sector
are exposed to silica dust. (The Times of India, June 20, 2016). It is also
reported that 50 per cent of miners are found to be suffering from silicosis in
any given age group. Radiological investigations conducted by the Indian
council of Medical Research found that 56 per cent of mine workers in
Rajasthan are affected with silicosis or silica-tuberculosis. If these numbers
are indicative of the general incidence of such diseases, then at least eight lakh
workers in small mines and quarries might be affected just in the state of
Rajasthan. A recent survey (2015-2016) conducted by a local organisation
working in the 105 villages of Alirajpur, Dhar and Jhabua identified 1,721
General Assembly VII

silicosis patients, revealing a rising death toll of 589 workers so far. The data
reveals that hardly 10% of patients received any kind of state pensions.
S.A Azad began his work in Lal Kuan in 1999. He is the founder of PRASAR
– organization working for safety of the workers in mines and quarries. It was

3
1

during this time that he found that
despite the workers being treated
for tuberculosis, the workers died
at early age. This intrigued him
and on further getting into the
issue he realized that the workers
were

not

tuberculosis

suffering
but

from

from
the

occupational health hazard known
as silicosis. He says that, silicosis continues to be either deliberately or by lack
of knowledge, ignored and unaddressed. In majority of cases it continues to be
diagnosed as tuberculosis and subsequently wrongly treated leading to
worsening health condition of those affected. In 2001, PRASAR survey 146
people and found that 86 of them were affected by silicosis.
In 2003, PRASAR demanded the NCHR to set up a National Task Force on
silicosis. Following this the Commission directed that States identified with
high number of cases of Silicosis be monitored to identify and map pockets
with incidence of Silicosis. It also directed States issue notices under Section
85 of the Factories Act so that enterprises employing less than 10 laborers also
come under the purview of the Act. In 2008 NHRC became co-petitioner in

Bansilal Binjhna is a trade unionist and a silicosis activist from Makrana in
Rajasthan. Bansilal says that workers in sandstone mines in Jodhpur and
marble mines in Makrana work in extremely harsh conditions without the
basic facilities of clean drinking water and toilets around the mines. The
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the case of PRASAR Vs Union of India and others in Supreme court.
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wages are also precarious as they are often calculated at piece-rate basis.
Women are systematically relegated to the lowest paying jobs. Since 2010,
Bansilal has been demanding redress for silicosis patients. In 2015, the
Rajasthan State Human Rights Commission recognized silicosis as a notified
disease under the Rajasthan Epidemic Diseases Act, 1957. Following this wet
drilling was made compulsory along with a promulgation that an ex-gratia
payment of 1 lakh would be given to the recognized silicosis patients and 3
lakhs if deceased. Pneumoconiosis boards were opened in each of the 33
districts for the checkup and recognition of silicosis patients.
States like Rajasthan and Haryana have come up with Silicosis Rehabilitation
Policies for affected families and
have

started

implementing

the

process of identification, diagnosis
and compensation. However, one of
the first problems faced is the
insistence on workers producing
their

job

cards,

certificate

of

registration with their employers/mine owners which is impossible to obtain.
This becomes a huge difficulty for migrant labour who hold job cards of a
particular state and work in other states. For instance- labor from Gujarat
migrate for work in Rajasthan who are denied any relief under the Rajasthan
General Assembly VII

State Rehabilitation Policies as they do not hold job cards of Rajasthan.
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Conclusion
There is a need for the Indian State to rethink its idea of development and
make it equitable to all. Bottom-up approach needs to be adopted to ensure
effective investment. Principles such as ‘Prior and Informed Consent’ and
‘Polluter Pays’ should be strengthened by enacting legislations. It is important
to adopt zero loss mining and save all mineral receipts- royalty and auction
premium in Future Generation funds and distribute incomes from such funds
to all citizens of the state as a common dividend. The responsibility of humans
to conserve nature is huge as it has multifold impact on the future generations
as well. Nature is a benevolent mother. It provides mankind with abundance.
Yet the exploitation of natural resources has the potential to unleash untold
sufferings and disaster. Today the state of natural affairs is so bleak that the
idea of buying oxygen cylinders to breath is rife. Some wonder if the World
War III will be fought over the possession of clean water! If nature is
respected it will selflessly nourish humanity for generations. As it is well said‘prakriti rakshati rakshita’ (nature protects when it is protected).
Ravi Rebbapragada, Chairperson mm&P in his closing speech positioned
before the Audience the way forward for strengthening the mm& P Alliance
as well as the local community struggle. He emphasized on collective
movement involving the community, activists, lawyers, academicians, policy

leadership among youth in the local communities will have high returns. He
expressed his thanks and gratitude to the people for keeping the mm& P
alliance live and vibrant for the past 20 years.
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makers, local government and students to initiate change. Developing
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Ashok Shrimali, Secretary General mm&P motivated the participants to carry
forward movements that aim to bring social justice and equality. Women’s
participation should be enhanced at local regional national and international
level. Access to information, legal aid and capacity of local communities will
help realize the ideals of social justice, equity and justice.
The VIIth General Assembly was concluded with the commitment to protect
the rights of the indigenous community, the natural resources, to lessen the
impact of climate change, to engage in bottom-up approach, develop capacity
of local community and providing legal aid, support and develop innovation
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and technology, and create young leadership.
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mm&P Executive Council Elections
The election to the Executive Council 2019-2023 was held under the able
presence

of

Lawyer

Bubberjung

Venkatesh

as

the

acting

Election

Commissioner. The following members were elected from different states.

Chairperson
1

Ravi Rebbapragada

Visakhapatnam

Andhra Pradesh

Ahmedabad

Gujarat

1

Ashok Shrimali

Executive Council Members
1.

Anil Kumar Singh

Allahabad

Uttar Pradesh

2.

Bachi Singh Bisht

Haldwani

Uttarakhand
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3.

Bansi Lal Binjhna

Jodhpur

Rajasthan

4.

Bhagya Lakshmi

Hospet

Karnataka

5.

Bhadraben Gamit

Tapi

Gujarat

6.

Deme Oram

Rourkela

Odisha

7.

Geetanjali Mohanta

Jajpur

Odisha

8.

Kusum Alam

Gadchiroli

Maharashtra

9.

K. V. Pratap

Mancherial

Telangana

10.

Mukesh Birua

Chakardharpur

Jharkhand

11.

Munni Hansda

Dumka

Rajasthan

12.

Rajesh Tripathi

Raigarh

Chhattisgarh

13.

Raju Pandhara

Borivali

Maharashtra

14.

Ravindra Velip

South Goa

Goa

15.

S. A. Azad

New Delhi

New Delhi

16.

Santram

Mandi

Himachal
Pradesh

17.

Sadhana Meena

Udaipur

Rajasthan

18.

Shiv Kumar Malagi

Bellary

Karnataka

19.

Swaraj Das

Kolkata

West Bengal

20.

T. Thamizh Iniyan

Madurai

Tamil Nadu

21.

Yousuf Beg

Panna

Madhya
Pradesh

1

Amar Singh Bhai
Chaudhari

Vyara

Gujarat

2

Ashok Choudhari

Vyara

Gujarat

3

Bhupendra Chaudhari

Tapi

Gujarat

4

K. Vijay Kumar

Kadapa

Andhra
Pradesh

5

Kaluram Godade

Palghar

Maharashtra

6

Rahul Basu

Goa

Goa

7

Ravi Mittal

Dehradun

Uttarakhand

8

Siya Dulari

Rewa

Madhya
Pradesh

9

TSS Mani

Chennai

Tamil Nadu

10

Venkatesh Bubberjung

Bangalore

Karnataka
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